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How to Make Sun Prints 
The Art and Science of the Photographic Process 

 
Creating sun prints with students is a wonderful and simple way to demonstrate 

what happens in the photographic process. With the advent of digital photography 
and decrease of film labs across the country, film is less prevalent than it once was. 

But it is still essential to understand where the process is derived from, and sun 
prints do a great job of depicting it in an accessible way. 

 
The word "photography" was created from the Greek roots (phōtos) meaning "light" 
and (graphé) meaning "representation by means of lines" or "drawing". Therefore, 

we can think of photography as  "drawing with light" 
 

 
 



Cyanotype, also referred to as "blueprinting", is the oldest non-silver photographic 
printing process. It involves exposing materials, which have been treated with a 

solution of potassium ferricyanide and ferric ammonium citrate to a UV light source 
such as the sun.  

 
Anna Atkins created a series of cyanotype limited-edition books that documented 

ferns and other plant life, placing specimens directly onto coated paper and allowing 
the action of light to create a silhouette effect. 

 
Many artists continue to use the process in their work today. 

 
 

     
 

Materials Needed 
 

● Sunprint paper 
● acrylic sheet 
● cardboard 
● a tub full of water 
● fun and interesting objects to print 

 
 

https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/objects/32412/anna-atkins-and-anne-dixon-cyanotypes-of-british-and-foreign-ferns-photographic-title-page-british-1853/


 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
Resources: 

 
Sun Print paper on Amazon 

 
The History of Photography in 5 minutes 

 
Cyanotypes of British and Foreign Ferns - Getty Museum 

 
Happy Creating from Magic Box Productions! 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Toysmith-Solar-Print-Paper-Refill/dp/B001FD86EI/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2MEFKQH4KNL1D&keywords=sunprint+paper&qid=1585073090&sprefix=sunprint+pap%2Caps%2C141&sr=8-4&pldnSite=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JoxGEymA8ro
https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/objects/32412/anna-atkins-and-anne-dixon-cyanotypes-of-british-and-foreign-ferns-photographic-title-page-british-1853/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


